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Dr. Robert Bromhield, F. R. S. 0 
Dr. Richard Saunders, F. R. S. 
Edward Ford, Eſq, Surgeon : on 
John Peachey, Eſq; 
Joſeph Windham, Eſq; 
Richard Payne Knight, Eſq; 
William Cowden, Eſqy 
John Walker, Authorot ſeveral ingenious Treatiſes, 


To THESE moſt worthy Perſons, who were 


my great Benefactors, in my long and deplorable 
Illneſs, this little Tract, with the moſt n 
_— is inſcribed by their 


| obliged Servant, 
8 EDpWARD Harwoop, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Dame the preſent triumphant Progreſs of Sovin!, 

niſm, I republiſh this little Treatiſe, in a cool and 
diſpaſſionate manner to evince the Reader, That ſuch 
men as Sir I8aac NgewTon, Dr. Clarks, Mr. 
Wuanrow, Prence, Halter, CHANDLER, Fos ra, 
EmLyn, and Bxnson did not, without reaſon and 
Judgment, adopt thoſe Tenets concerning the exalted 
nature of our bleſled Lord, for which sou of them 
ſuffered bonds and impriſonment ; and ALL of them had 
trial of cruel mackings and calumnies from the world. 
If in any way this ſmall Tract contribute to the Glory of 
the Goſpel, I ſhall cordially rejoice amidſt that deplora- 
ble condition, to which jt hath pleaſed GON that I 
ſhould be reduced by a ſevere ſtroke of the Palſy, which 
for ſourteen months hath deprived me of the uſe of my 
| left fide, and rendered me an helpleſs cripple, For the 
_ Principal Merit of this Treatiſe the Reader ſtands in- 
| debted to the Rev, Mr. CLAnx, late of Birmingham, 
wich whom, when I was expert in ſeriptural knowledge, 
I once diſcourſed a whole day on this Subjeq. I write 
this diſcourſe as a Greek Scholar, principally for the 
edification and eſtabliſhment of young Clergymen in one 
of the fundamental Concerns of our moſt holy Faith; 
no Anſwer therefore, but from a Scholar can be deemed 
_ ſatisfaftory either by others or by my/e//) May CunI- 
aTIANITY, that heavenly Syſtem of DoArines, Duties 
and Diſuveries to this World, diffuſe its ſalutary infly- 
ence in the hearts and liyes of its Inhabitants, whatever 
their metaphyſical ſpeculations may be concerning the 
gonception and nature of that divine * who had 
glory with the Father 74 the world 
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N the celebrated Dialogue between Juſtin 
Martyr and Trypho the Jem, occurs the fol- 
lowing diſtinguiſhed paſſage. * It appears to 
me, ſays Trypho, that they who maintain that 
Chriſt was merely a man, and that he was ac- 
cording to the Divine purpoſe anointed and con- 
ſtituted the Meſſiah, advance a ſentiment much 
more probable than what you eſpouſe. For all 
of us Jews expect the Meſſiah to be a man, and 
that Elias will come and anoint him. But when 
that Perſon, who is the Meſſiah, ſhall appear, 
it will certainly be found, that he is a man born 
from men“. And a little before, we hear the 
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6 Of the Socinian Schu: 


ſame Jew making this declaration: The ſens 
timent appears to me to be ſtrange and utterly 
incapable of being demonſtrated ; for to main- 
tain, as you do, that the Meſſiah was a Divine 
perſon, and had à pre-exiſtence before all ages, 
and that afterwatds he ſubmitted to aſſume 
human nature, and was not merely a man from 
an human origin, this ſeems to me not only a 
paradoxical, but a fooliſb opinion. I am ſenſible, 
replies Juſtin Martyr, that this ſubje& appears 
to be paradoxical, eſpecially to thoſe of ow your 
nation, who never diſcovered a deſire either to 
underſtand or to do the things of God, but 
rather choſe to adhere to your Rabbies, as God 
bimſelf witneſſeth againſt you. However, Try- 
pho, . the great truth that Jeſus is the Chriſt of 
God, is not invalidated, if I ſhould not be able 
to ſatisfy you that the Son of the univerſal Parent 
is a Divine perſon, and had a pre-exiſtent State, 
and that he became a man by means of the vir- 
gin. For it is in every reſpect demonſtrable, 
that he is the Meſſiah of God, whatever his 
nature may have been, Should I not, therefore, 
be able to ſatisfy you that he pre-exiſted, and 
that in compliance with the Divine will, he 

humbled 
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XR, auler pair of avIparwy ub tt H, mp acyas I. 
Juin Martyr, Dialog. cum Tryph. p. 142. Ed. Jibb, 
Lond. 1719. 


Of the Sociuiau Schu. Z 


humbled himſelf to become a man, to aſſume 
human fleſh, and to ſabje& himſelf to our infir- 
mities, it behoyeth you to ſay, that I only am 
in an error in this point—this will not juſtify 
you in denying that Jeſus is the Chriſt, ſhould 
he appear to have no other than an byman 
origin, and to have been conſtituted the Meſſiah 
by the election of God. For, my friends, ſaid 
I, there are ſome of our ſociety who acknow - 
ledge him to be the Meſſiah, but maintain that 
he was a mere man—to whoſe opinion. I 2 

not “.“ 1 
From this honeſt paſſage we learn, in the 
frſt place, that the Jews expected that their 
Meſſiah would only be a man, and have no 
other than an human original, We ſee Trypho 
treat with great ridicule and contempt the doc» ' 
A 4 .  trine 


jg" ICIS 


m a _\ 


—_ 


®* Hlapatafog Th; you Fore nas pon dun hug amodnxdmas 
dene led 14924, To Yap Myin 0s movnupxew S er fe aD 
TouTo Toy Xpiger, T4 nas Y , iropannas, xas bs 
ove aIpwrog if wYpwrrov, ov pores Haff Jour fen 119914, aries 
nas purges, Kyo Tp; Tavra ibm, OW bs waputobo; d Nö 
Jenes 11944, val jhaMra Toi are Tv Yywour ie, ole Tae Tov 
Hop our vong as auTE MOTH OTE GoovanoN, AM T4 Tw da- 
Kawv u we a7; St Com nin frre, & Teupen, wor, ous 
ATOAVTAL T6 THH0UTH) 14194 X Tov Frov, ras amodutas wn dune 
Na r Na TpouTup Xtv b, Tov Torre Tw Wy e , naw 5 
yunral apo, Ia Tx, maphwov, ava ts va · rec a 
37 buro; ru ö Xe & Tov Ovov, eig dure; war. x. . Jie 
Martyr, Dialog. cum Tryph, p. 140, 141, Edit, Jil. 
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trine of the pre-exiſtence of Jeſus, and the Gans 
miſſion of this exalted Spirit into the uterus of 


a virgin! He calls it ſtrange, paſſing ſtrange, 


and ſtigmatizes this tenet of the Chriſtians with 
abſurdity and folly, 4 You attempt, ſays Try- 
pho to Juſtin Martyr, in another place, to prove 
to me a thing utterly incredible and almoſt im- 
poſſible,” That a God ſubmitted to be born and 
to become a man“ He, elſewhere, attempts 
to ridicule the notion which the Chriſtians held 
of the incarnation of a pre-exiſting Meſſiah, as 
the height of extravagance and infatuation. ** We 
read, ſays he, in the Heathen Mythology, that 
Perſeus was begotten of a virgin called Danae 
by cheir ſupreme God Jupiter in the form of a 
golden ſhower. You Chriftians believe a fable 
ſimilar to thi5—You ought to be aſhamed of it 
Lou ought rather to maintain that your Jeſus 
was a man, of the ſame origin as other men, and 
to attempt to prove from the ſcriptures, that he 
was conſtituted of God to be the Meſſiah on 
account of his virtuous and perfect character 
But venture not to vend theſe prodigies, leſt you 


ineur the lame folly as the Greeks in their Theo- 
, ogy.” 
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* Aires tyap nas bee K mpaypa mixnpu; anorx- 
, br) 9555 U vun d * 4 a, eros vue da. Tuſtin 
Martyr, ibid. P+ 104. 


Of the Soctnran Scare, '9 
logy®.” The Chriſtians' notion, that the Meſ- 
fiah exiſted with God before his aſſumption of 
human nature, was what Trypho's underſtanding 
could not digeſt, He laviſhes al! his wit and 
ſatire upon it: Compares the deſcent of the 
Holy Spirit upon the virgin Mary, and the 
power of the Almighty overſhadowing her, to 
the impregnation of Danae by Jupiter, and ſays 
that the Chriſtians ought to be aſhamed of ſuch 
a weak and wild hypotheſis. This exception 
of the Jew, the Martyr refutes with great 
learning and piety, | 

Another thing we learn from this aſſige is, 
that ſome of the Chriſtians, in theſe primitive 


times, denied the pre-exiſtence, affirming that 


our Saviour was no more than a man—with 
whoſe opinion, ſays Juſtin Martyr, I cannot 
x cap Other n on the contrary, in 
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Julia Martyr, Dialog. cum Tryph. p. 200, 201. Edit, 
Jb. 1719. 
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us 7 lag the nature and perſon of _ Chriſt, Some, 
IL woe in the Apoſtles time, aſſerted that Chrif 
e 5 a 948 not come in the fleſh —that he never was 
fre really inveſted with human nature but only 
2 *. exhibited the external Madbruy appearance and 


10 Of the Soctntan Sourms; 
and raſhly maintain, ſays Origen, that Chrift 
was the Supreme God over all [the ſame indi · 
vidual being with the Almighty] but we do not 
think him fo, ſays this Father, for we believe 
his own words when he aſſureth us, ſaying : 
The Father, who ſept me, is greater than me“. 
"% In the very remoteſt ages of the Church there 
1 04 — %, ſubſiſted a great diverſity of opinions concern» 


form of a man. 
In the third place, this paſſage bands an ever - 
laſting monument of the amiable and truly 
Chriſtian candour and charity of Juin Martyr. 
© *He brings no railing accuſation againſt thoſe 
Chriſtians in his days, who believed our Saviour 
to have been merely a man he pronounces no 
; anathemas 


— — — as 


ama oi; ov gurribipar. Dialog. cum T ryph. p. 142. 
Tait. 1719. 2 
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N p. 387, Cantab. 1677. 
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O the Soca Scnnmy; in 
anathemas upon their creed---he- only ſays, he 
himſelf could not concur with them in their 
ſentiments in this particular. He declares, chat 
the denial of a pre-exiſtence did not invalidate, 
or in the leaſt weaken the evidences of Chriſtie» 
nity—that Jeſus had abundantly evinced himſelf 
to be the Meſſiah, whatever his nature and 
origin might be, whether human or divine and 
that however this diſquiſition were determined, 
Chriſtianity. itſelf could not be affected by it, 
but would remain in full poſſeſſion of its native 
excellence and divine authority, One cannot 
but remark, with affecting concern, the ſtriking - + 
contraſt between that candour and moderation 
here expreſſed, by this good man, towards thoſe 
who denied the pre-exiſtence of Chriſt, and the 
temper and conduct of many haughty orthodox 
bigots, whoſe frantic violences and intemperate 


zeal againſt this ſentiment, and thoſe who © 


adopted it, have, through a ſeries of many cen- 
turies, defiled the pages of Eccleſiaſtical Ry, 
and diſhonoured the annals of humanity. 

In the time of Iren cus, there were Chriſtians, 
who are frequently mentioned and confuted in 
his celebrated Book againſt ih Hereſies, who 
denied the pre-exiſtence of our Lord, and con- 
tended that he was the ſon of Joſeph. They 
argued thus: If Chriſt was born, he had no 

being 


12 Of ibe Socintax Senrue, - 
being before he was born. In anſwer to theſe 
 Irenaus aſſerts, * That the Word exiſted along 
with the ſupreme Being at the beginning: that 
all things were created by him: that he ever 
ſuperintended the human race: and that in the 
laſt ages, according to the time fore-ordained 

by the Almighty, this Divine perſon united 

himſelf to human nature, and became a man: 

that he deſcended from the Father—became 

incarnate : humbling himſelf even to death, and 

then accompliſhing the oeconomy of our ſalva- 

tion.” From the ſame Father we learn, that 

the perſons who aſſerted that Chriſt was a mere 
man, and generated, in a natural manner, by 

his Father Jeſepb, were the Ebionites t, But 

with what propriety, replies Ireneus, can our 
S be ſtyled greater than Solomon, or Jonas, 


or 
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ee eee eſt, non erat ante Chriſtus. 
| brine, p. 245, Ei, Grabe. Oxon, 1702. 
+ Oftenſo manifeſts, quod in principio Verbum exiſlens 
apod Deum, per quem omnia ſacta ſunt, qui et ſemper- 
wderat generi humano, hunc in noviſimis temporibns 
ſecundum prafinitumy tempus & Patre, unitum ſuo plaſmati, 
paſſibilem hominem faftum—— Verbum Dei exiſtens, a 
Patre deſcendens, et incarnatus, et uſque ad mortem deſcen- 
dens, et diſpenſationem ern ſalutis noſtræ. * 
dun, Grabe, 245+ 
2 Nodi tantdm hominem quum 4 ex Joſeph genera. 
tum. P. 248. 0. EC of _ ar yrywno9Ja: Pacxovss, 
Irina, p. 253. Oxon, 
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er even David, if he had the ſame common 
original with theſe, and were merely an ordinary 
deſcendent from them. Or with what propriety 
could our Lord pronounce PeTzer bleſſed for 


making that profeſſion z Thou art Chriſt the 


ſon of the living God!“ In another place of 


this learned. and uſeful work, one of the moſt 


valuable remains of Chriſtian antiquity, this 
Father argues againſt thoſe who aſſerted, "That 
the beginning of Chriſt's exiſtence was the time 
of his advent into our world, that only from the 
time of Tiberius Ceſar had the Deity interpoſed 
for the happineſs of mankind, and who denied 
that the Logos had always been the governor 
and guardian of the human race. 

In the third century Paul of Samoſata diſtin- 
gviſhed himſelf, in maintaining that our Saviour 
had no exiſtence before he was born of the virgin 


Mary. The council of Antioch, . convened ” , 
A. D. 269, by which he was depoſed and © 


excommunicated, in their ſynodical epiſtle ſay, 
That 


— | . En... > 


® Quomodo autem plus quam Salomon, aut plus quam 
Jona habebat et Dominus erat David, qui ejuſdem cum ipſis 
fuit ſubſtantiæ. Jrenew, p. 358. Grabe. 

+ Si autem Chriſtus tune inchoavit eſſe, quando et 
ſecundum hominem adventum ſuum egit, et a temporibus 
Tiberii Cæſaris commemoratus eſt Pater providere homini · 
bus, et non ſemper Verbum ejus un cum plaſmate fuiſſe 
pllendebatur. Irencus, Edit. Oxon, p. 300. 
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14 Of the Soi Scuru; 
That this heretic affirmed our Lord's original to 
be human, and that the ſon of God never 
deſcended from heaven f. Contrary to the doc- 
trine of the church, ſays Eu/ebius, this divine 
formed a very mean and abjecl idea of Chriſt, 
as being nothing more than an ordinary mant. 
In the vindication and ſupport of his hypotheſis, 
he maintained, That the efſence of the ſon of 
God was conſubſtantial with the eſſence of the 
Rane ; 
In the ſubſequent century, Marcellus, biſhop 
of Anqra, in a controverſial piece he publiſhed 
againſt» one Aſferius, being tranſported by the 
ſpirit of oppoſition' to his adverſary, in the heat 
of his zeal, happened to aſſert, That our Saviour 
was no more than a man. This was a part of 
his bock too criminal for the zealots of thoſe 
times to overlook. He was cited before a ſynod 
ol Biſhops, who then ſat at Jeruſalem. They 
- accuſed him of reviving the hereſy of Paul of 
. They commanded him publickly to 
Wikia 


— 

At Lucene SS — li Fed. 2 Lib. 7. p. 
362. Cantab, 1720. * 

+ ru pats Yap dees yu Ou Gora omg vu 
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d ro. d XaAprarrcty Ty Tov Xprrov Tape T1 Exxanoiariun 
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' Eufſubins Reel, Hi. Lib, 7. p. 357. Edit. Camab. 1920. 

<4 See the Ne of Clogher's vindication of the Old Teſ- 
tament againſt Bolingbroke, Page 447. Edit. Lond. 1759. 
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change his ſentiments. The poor man was 
covered with confuſion, and promiſed them he 
would burn his book — His ſcheme was after - 
wards re- examined by a number of Eecle- 
fiaſtics at Conflantinople, and upon his refuſing 
to deſtroy his bad book, as he had once promiſed 
them he would, they depoſed him, and- ſent 

Bufil to be his ſucceſſor®...By a ſynod, however, 
which was ſome time after convoked, he was 
inveſted with his former dignity, upon his pro» 
teſting, That his book had been miſunderſtood, 

* and that he had been falſely charged with 
adopting the opinions of Paul of Samoſatat. 
Againſt this book of Marcellus, Euſebius wrote 
be ee april which hath been happily 
| tranſmitted 
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ane. us 346 Maprincg ox, i- KaTaRAUT a: u ο 
Ty araipw ovyypapw, od fer Tor jy Kaur, Baciuo d. 
ar avTOv tu Try Ayxupas 11/4 av, Socratis Hiſt. Bcelef. P. 72, 
73. Edit. Cantab, 1720. 


4+ See Socrates, p. 73. 10g, and Sozomen, p. 91. Bar. 
Cantab. 

t Toure n To ovyypapupe Evorting w Tpior Rö js 0 
ede Tw gane avrovo. Socrates Hift. Reli J. p. 73. * 
This treatiſe of Fu/ebius againſt Marcellus, is publiſhed at | 


= end of his Ewangelica Demonfiratio. Edit. Vigeri, Paris, 
1049, | 
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16 Of the Soerntan Schau. 
tranſmitted to our times, and will amply recom- 
pence the learned reader's careful peruſal; 


Pbotinus, the diſciple of Marcellus, inherited 


from his maſter the ſame religious ſyſtem, He 


| aſſerted, that there was one ſupreme Being, who 


had created all things by his own word, but he 
denied the eternal generation and pre-exiſtence 
of the ſon, and maintained that Chriſt had no 
being before he was born of his mother. Say 
the good Biſhops when ſitting in council on this 
hereſy; We execrate and anathematize thoſe 


who falſely aſſert the Logos to be a pure ſimple * 


eſſence, having its ſubſiſtence in another ſome 


of them ſtyling it the Mord manifeſted, others 


the internal Word, and maintaining that Chriſt 
the ſon of God, the mediator and image of God, 


had mot a being before the ages, but that he 
only was conſtituted the Meſſiah, and the ſon of 


God, when he aſſumed our fleſh from the virgin, 


four hundred years ago. For they aſſert, that 
_ our Saviour's Kingdom had a beginning, and 
will have an end after the general judgment and 


the conſummation of all things. Such are the 


' tenets of thoſe wha are the followers of Marcellus 
and Photinus of Ancyra. 
reject the pre-exiſtence and deity of Chriſt, and 

the eterna] duration of his kingdom, 


They, like the Jews, 


e See Socrati; Cecil. Hift. p. 98. 100, 101. Edit. Cantad, 


: 


7 
* 


h v 23 


Of ile Semi Senzuri 17 


la theſe wretched times, alſo, of theological 
G ungen and uncharitableneſs, one Anaſta/ins 
happened to throw out this ſentence in one of 
his ſermons: Let no one preſume to call Mary 
the mother of God, For Mary was a mortal, 
and it is impoſſible that God ſhould; be born of a 
mortal. — This was no ſooner heard, but the 
whole church was in an uproar“. Neſtorius 
ſeconded the preacher, and ſupported his aſſer- 
tion. Such a conteſt, ſuch a tumult was 
inſtantly excited, that, ſor the peace of the 
church, it was deemed neceſſary, that a general 
council ſhould be convoked, The fathers met 
at Epheſus. Neſftorius was ſummoned before 
them. And while they were wiineſſing a good 
confeſſion of their ſoundneſs and orthodoxy, this 
heretic had the audacity publicly to declare 
before them all : I will never call him God, who 


was once a babe of two or thret months old! 


And, therefore, I am pure fromthe blood of you 
all, and from this time I will never come among 
you. They affirmed he had ſpoken blaſphemy 
ogoiak the ſon of God, and depoſed him f. 

B Cruſhed 
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Cruſhed by theſe eccleſiaſtical cenſures and 
anathemas, this ſcheme at firſt languiſhed, and 
ſeems at laſt totally to have periſhed in the Chriſ- 
tian Church, But about 4% centuries ago it 
roſe from its aſhes, under the auſpices and 
patronage of Fantus Socinus, Of generoſity 
and liberality of mind, there is not perhaps, in 
the whole Hiſtory of Religion, a more illuſtrious 
example than Socinus, An Italian, born in a 
country overwhelmed with popiſh darkneſs, 
fanaticiſm, and myſtery, the greatneſs of his 
ſoul, the ſtrength of his genius, and the honeſt 
freedom of his enquiries, threw off all that 
immenſe load of the national ſuperſtition, and 
the errors of a ſyſtem which was every where 
triumphant, His underſtanding he cultivated 
with an aſſiduity which nothing could fatigue, 
the ſcriptures he read and examined with a mind 
diveſted, as much as the human mind can be 
diveſted, of prejudices and prepoſſeſſions, and 
from the profoundeſt aby/s of national darkneſs 
_ emerged, ſome will tell you, to the higheſt ſum- 
mit of rationality and good ſenſe. Smitten with 
the love of truth, and acted by a probity and 
integrity, which hath few examples, he diſſolved 
all the ties of country, conſanguinity, and friend- 
ſhip ; 


Pe 
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ſhip; and in order to enjoy unmoleſted a ſyſtem 
of religious inſtitution, which he had the 
ſtrongeſt perſuaſion was built on the foundation 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets, he left his native 
ſoil, tore himſelf from the embraces of a prince - 
who loved him, relinquiſhed all the ſplendors 
and honours of a court, and migrated firſt into 
| Germany,' afterwards into Poland, where he ſup- 
ported the inſults, that were offered him on 
account of his religious principles, with a dignity 
and elevation of ſoul ,worthy of a [philoſopher 
and a chriſtian, Whether his hypotheſis con- 
' cerning the perlon of Chriſt be true or falſe, the 
honeſty with which he conducted his reſearches, . 
and the greatneſs of#mind he diſplayed in volun- 
tarily expatriating himſelf, rather than-incur the 
; temptation and guilt of worldly compliances, 
will for ever immortalize his name and his virtue. 
And though upon a careful and impartial exami- 
nation of the Divine records, I ſee reaſon to 
differ from him in that article which is peculiarly 
ſtyled Socinianiſm, yet permit me, reader, freely 
to declare, that the moſt rational and inſtruftive _ 
criticiſms and annotations which were ever pub- | 
liſhed upon the ſcriptures, were executed by 
Socinus, Crellius, Wolzogenius, Slichtingius, Pæerco- 
vius, and Brennius, I have had occaſion to conſult 
and collate many commentators and critics upon - 


the ſacred writings, and I will venture to aſſert, 
B 2 | That 


'2b Of the Soemran Scurne:; 


That there is hardly a good criticiſm in all out 
modern Expoſitors, Mr. Locke, Dr. Clarke; Dr. 
Benſon, Dr. Taylor, Meſſieurs Pearce and Hallet, 
Dr, Sykes, but what is to be found in that Collec - 
tion publiſhed under the name of the Unitarian 
Brethren, and commonly called the Fratres Poloni. 
I once heard a Gentleman“ of great erudition 
declare, That Dr, Benſon plundered this great 
Treaſure of a vaſt number of ingenious remarks 
and judicious obſervations, without acknowledg- 
ing the ſources of his intelligence. If this be 
true, which J hope is not, wh was very diſingenu- 
ous and illiberal, 

In England, in the laft century, a number of 
Socinians aroſe, and publiſht&d a few books, ill- 
written and ill-tranſlated. ' They appear to have 
formed themſelves into a ſociety—bur, like Mar- 
cellus, they were only juſt PrwnÞ to the world, 
and then diſappeared, 

Mr. Biddle, againſt whom Dr. Owen wrote, 
and who was for his hereſy baniſhed by the Long 
ö | Parliament 
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* The late Reverend and worthy Mr Brekel/ of Liver- 
| pool, at whoſe houſe I ſpent a fortnight in the year 1763, 
the pleaſanteſt time, with regard to a literary intercommu- 


nity, Lever ſpent in my life; I never knew a better Gre4 
ſcholar. E. H. | 


+ Oftendent terris hunc tanthm fata, neque ultra 
Eſſe finent, Virgil, Ancid. Lib, 6. vers. 86g. 
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Parliament into the iſle of Scilly, was an avowed 


Soeinian, He poſſeſſed very conſiderable learning, 
and a ſingular underſtanding. A Catechiſm he 
publiſhed, and which is printed at London, 1654, 
diſcovers an enlargement of mind, a liberality of 
ſentiment, and a ſincerity in freely publiſhing 
what he apprehended to be truth, which do 
honour to his memory. 


In the preſent century the ſcheme of Socinus 
hath met with ſeveral advocates of the firſt emi · 
nence for learning and piety, My late worthy 
and learned friend Dr. Lax DER, whoſe memory 
I honour, and whoſe diſtinguiſhed abilities and 
integrity it is not for me to celebrate, for a num» 
ber of years, ſtood almoſt alone, among the 
Diſſenters, as a ſupporter and defender of the 
Socinian doctrine. In his ſingular erudition and 
ſincerity, the ſcheme had the weight and autho- 
rity of a thouſand advocates, He carried on 4 
free and calm debate, in an epiſtolary correſpon- 
dence, with his worthy and learned colleague Dr. 
Benſon—but this amicable diſcuſſion produced 
no alteration in their reſpective ſentiments and 
ſchemes, For a number of years, in harmony and 
love they conducted the paſtoral offices together, 
and to a ſmall but very reſpectable number of 
intelligent Chriſtians preached, as one expreſſed 
it, Socinianiſm in the morning, and Ariani/m in 
the afternoon, I meation not this as any thing 

B 3 invidious. 
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| invidious and diſparaging. For it refle@ts the 
greateſt honour 'upon the memories and charac- 
ters of theſe great and good men, that ſuch an 
inviolable harmony and friendſhip ſubſiſted be- 
tween them, notwithſtanding this difference of 
opinion; and it redounds to the everlaſting praiſe 
of that worthy ſociety over which they preſided, 
that the ſupporters and members of it allowed 
andencouraged, in their miniſters, this generous 
latitude of ſentiment, and this liberal freedom 
in their religious profeſſion, 'On the publication 
of my Explanatory verſion, or Conciſe paraphraſe 
of the New Teſtament, Dr, Lardner did 'me the 
honour of writing me a long and very learned 
and excellent Letter on this ſubject, which 1 
once intended to have inſerted in this Diſſertation. 
But it ſhall not be loſt®, : 
Ol late years there have appeared a few pub- 
lications in ſupport of the Socinian ſcheme, 
written, chiefly, by Diſſenters, among whom, it 
is ſaid, this theory has recently been gaining 
ſome proſelytes. 

i the year 1766 was publiſhed an anonymous 


pamphlet, 


_— . * _ _ _ _—_— CEO * — 


» Perhaps, my aged and worthy Friend, the Reverend 
Dr. Fi.nxman, at preſent the learned and venerable Father 
of the Diſſenting Miniſters in London, underſtands the 
Socinian Controverſy, from its origin to its pr Aate, better 
than any man aow living, E. H. 
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pamphlet, entitled, Another . of the Unity. 
whertin St. John's Introduftion to his goſpel, and 
his account of the Word's being made fleſh, are con - 
ſidered, The profeſſed deſign of this little pro- 
duction, is to invalidate and explode the pre- 
exiſtence of Chriſt ; but it is written with great 
inaccuracy of ſtyle and confuſion of ideas, "= 
In the ſubſequent year the public was favoured 
| with an elaborate work in favour of the Socinian 
Hypotheſis, entitled, The true dofirine of the 
New Teſtament concerning Jeſus Chriſt, conſidered, 
wherein the miſrepreſentations that haue been made 
of it, upon the; Arian hypotheſis, and upon all 
| | Trinitarian and Aubanaſian principles are expoſed; 
This book, which is written with great candour, 
and with an excellent ſpirit, is little more than a 
ſtudied Diſſertation on one ſingle paſſage of ſcrip- 
| ture, Before Abrabam was, I am-for other 
paſſages of the New Teſtament, which have 
been underſtood to aſſert, in the ſtrongeſt man- 


ner, the pre-exiſtence, of the Son of God, are 
either totally omitted, or mentioned in a very 


flight and curſory manner. To this treatiſe is 
prefixed a very ſenſible and judicious preliminary 
diſcourſe on the rights of private judgment, in 
which the authority of ſcripture, 'as the ſole 
ſtandard of truth, is irrefragably ſupported, the 
native liberty and unalienable privilege of think- 
ing and judging for ourſelves in matters of reli- 


B4 gion, ; 
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gion, is excellently maintained and defended, 
und the notion of an infallible judge and arbiter 
of controverſy, the public invaſion of privare 
freedom and liberty in forming religious ſenti- 
ments, and the ſuppoſed utility and neceſſity of 
| an human efablifbed orthodoxy, to be a public 
national teſt of truth and error, are admirably 
confuted and expoſed, 

The Leiter written in the year 1730, and 
publiſhed" 1959, and now well known to have 
been Dr, * contains the frrength of the 
Galadon cauſe, 

. Theſe ſeveral Wee I have read with 
ane a mind, I can truly ſay, open to 
conviction, and unbiaſſed as much as poſſible, 
by any former” religious hypotheſis, But they 
have not convinced me. They have not cauſed 
me to heſitate. I believe others to be as ſincere 
in their opinions as I am in my own. I have 
candour and charity for all who differ from me 
in theſe ſpeculations®, nee thoſe, who 
ä | | believe 


4 £4 }\} 


* * * * * hy TIT 


9 : * ID 


'I have 3 read. ben bath been written fince tha, 
year 1774 in favour of Sociniani/m, either by Dr, Priefley, or 
the learned and worthy. Mr. Lind/ey, or other names of infe- 
rior renown ; but they have not invalidated my firm belief of 
zhe pre-exiſtence of the Won b oy Gov, Perhaps the Pally, 


which hath deplorably broken my bodily frame, bath alſo 
"ig 42 ia. 
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believe the truth of the Chriſtian religion, hut 
ſee reaſon to diſbelieve the pre-exiſtence of its 


author, in the arms of my benevolence and love, 


as my chriſtian brethren, I repeat with pleaſure 
the candid ſentiments of Juſtin Martyr, and with 


pleaſure adopt them for my own: Chriſtianity is 
the ſame divine and heavenly ſcheme, its autho- 


rity and excellence are not invalidated and de- 


ſtroyed, whatever our theories and ſpeculations 
may be concerning the nature and per/on of Chriſt, 
I ſhall be highly indebted to any ingenious and 


learned perſon, who thinks me in an error, if 


he will publiſh remarks upon this Diſſertation, I 


ſhall eſteem ir an honour done me. I wiſh my 
worthy friend Dr. Lardner could have ſeen it, 
But he is removed into Eternity, as'I ſhall 
ſhortly be. It manifeſts a littleneſs, an illibera- 
lity of ſoul, unworthy an enquirer into truth, 
unworthy that benevolence the goſpel was given 

ett a9 into the human breaſt, to look coldly 


2 


impaired my mental abilities. That famous * . in out 
Saviour's ſolemn Addreſs to God, before his laſt Suſfferings, 


is, I fill think, deciſive. G/orify Thov me, with thint exon , 


U 
4 


r e * 


ſilſ: mapa ovary, apud te ipſum, in tus praſintid, with the” 


glory, which I had, with thee, wapa c, afud te, in thy prejencts 
near thy perſon, before the world was, On which my ingenious 
and learned Friend the Rev. Mr. RopzxT$oON well obſerved; 
Our Saviour evidently prays for his /irare Reſtitution to that 


glory, W /, * 


7 
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one upon another, to think and ſpeak diſreſpe&t- 
fully and contemptibly one of another, on se- 
count of a contrariety in our teſpective ſyſtems 
+ and diſquiſitions concerning the Logos, The 
* eſſence of Chriſtianity doth not conſiſt in theo- 
g rizing and ſpeculating, in framing ſyſtems for 
ourſelves, and ingeniouſly diſproving thoſe of 
| "ay but it conſiſts in a good heart, in a 


life, in benevolent affections, and in a 


devou | 
truly | virtuous and well-ordered converſation, 


There are difficulties in moſt ſubjects: a meta- 


phyſician. will find them in the plaingt, I own 


it is moſt congruous to our natural ideas to 
ſuppoſe a perſon; who was born in our world, 
lived in it, and died in it, to be only a man: 
but there are many of the plaineſt paſſages of 
ſcripture, which I think can never be accom- 
22 to ſuch an hypotheſis, Metaphyſicians 

and ſpeculatiſts, by philoſophical refinement, 
may ſhed darkneſs and obſcurity upon the ſtrong- 
eſt "light, and diſpute and explain away the 
cleareſt and plaineſt expreſſions, 

It is an excellent canon in interpreting ſcrip- 
ture, often inculcated by all rational critics and 
expoſitors of the ſacred Oracles, That the moſt 
obvious ſenſe of the words is the true ſenſe, 
The poor, originally, had the goſpel preached 
to them, and the vulgar were deſigned to under- 
ſtand its truths equally with the ſcholar and phi- 

loſopher. 
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loſopher. What” ideas, therefore, does that 
tent Before Abrabam was I am, convey to 4 
man of plain underſtanding! Does he not na- 
turally infer from theſe plain words, That our 
Saviour had a being before Abraham! What 
notion hath a plain poor man of figurative and 
ideal exiſtence - of an exiſtence, that was not 
real, but only poſited in the Divine decrees! 
Or how did the Jes underſtand this aſſertion of 
our Lord? From their condu# moſt certainly it 
appears, that they underſtood him to aſſert his 
own exiſtence before Abraham for we find 
upon this explicit declaration, that he had a 
being before that great and illuſtrious anceſtor, 
that they were exaſperated to madneſs againſt 
him, and took up ſtones inſtantly to murder 
him for impiouſly preſuming to ſay of himſelf 
a thing ſo enthuſiaſtically extravagant. Their 
ſanguinary violence on this occaſion is a Clear 
FACT. in teſtimony of their conſtruing his words 
in the plain obvious meaning of them, as being 
a ſolemn public aſſeveration that He had a being 
before the birth of the great father and founder 
of their nation. Le | 
On this and every other ſubject I honeſtly and 
ſincerely repreſent things as they appear to my 
underſtanding. I plead not the preſcription of 
antiquity, or the authority of names. Fathers 
and Councils, Creeds and Formularies, human 

| Syſtems 
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Syſtems and Catechiſms, are not the rule of my 
faith, Any man, however learned and illuſ- 
trious, or bodies of men, however dignified 
with worldly ſtations and honours, and venerable 
for their age, erudition and piety, will not juſtify 
a blind acquieſcence in their judgment“. They 
are not to direct my own underſtanding, to 
invade-the unalienable right 1 have to think and 
examine freely for myſelf, The Fathers were 
weak men: the public judgment of oecumenical 
councils, paltry and puerile to the laſt degree. 
Synods and Convocations have erred, Great 
men, and the greateſt number of great men 
are fallible, and the weakeft things that were 
ever ſaid, and the wickedet things that were 
ever done, in the whole hiſtory of mankind, 
were ſaid and done in general Councils 20 Eccle- 
ſiaſtical ſynods. 

Thanks to the immortal 1 aca to his 
illuſtrious ſecond, the ever-memorable Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, Religious Liberty is now well 
underſtood, the rights of private judgment ac- 
curately defined, gloriouſly extended, and im- 
mon 1 and ferigaed. authority 

: alone, 
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®* The avthority of Emperors, Kings, od Princes, is 
human. The authority of Councils, Synods, Biſhops and 
Preſbyters, is human, The authority of the Prophets i 


divine. Sir {/aac Newton in bis Obſerv, on Daniel, p. 44 
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alone, not any Mabliſbed buman compilation or 
ſyſtem of orthodoxy, uncontrovertibly proved 
to be obligatory on the opinions and conſciences 
of Chriſtians, W 

There is no man, for whom I retain ſo great 
a veneration as Dr. Lazpxzs, His memory 
is dear to me. His learning was immenſe, and 
the diſtinguiſhed features of his mind were ſim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity, If there were any 
perſon whoſe ipſe dixit would have been ſacred 
with me, and in whoſe opinion I were to have 
repoſed, without examining for - myſelf, that 
perſon would have been Dr. Lardner. I had 
almoſt ſaid, that I regard other critics as chil- 
dren in compariſon with him. But with all my 
perſuaſion of his abilities, with all my conſcious 
knowledge of his integrity, with the full idea, 
deeply infixed in my breaſt, of his ſingular worth 
as a ſcholar and a Chriſtian, which worth was, 
moreover, endeared to me by an intimate friend- 
ſhip for many years, I think his celebrated 
treatiſe on the Logos to be weak, his criticiſms in 
favour of the Socinian ſcheme inaccurate, and the 
whole book, like Dr. Taylor's Sdfiptural doctrine 
of the Atonement, to exhibit a melancholy proof 
of the fallibility of buman talents and abilities, 
however dignified with erudition or exalted with 
goodneſs, We muſt, I think, have nc ſcrip- 
tures, and a new Revelation to prove and eſta- 


bliſh - 


nn — 


30 of the Gotta Sens u. 


6 bliſh Socinianiſm : for I am Yerſuaded it- will 
F never be ſatisfactorily demonſtrated from ae 
Y Preſent ſacred volume. I think it weak and 

EY fooliſh in any man, after free enquiry and im- 
ö 4 ” partial examination, to adopt an opinion which 
1 | he cannot defend.” But it is with moſt men, as 


| N tk it was with the Fathers, who undertook to defend 


is Chriſtianity before they underſtood it. 

| It need hardly be remarked, that this Diſqui- 
f ſition is ſolely reſtricted to Revelation, and to be 

N | determined ſolely by Revelation, Men may 
If eaſily frame what they may call rational hypo- 
| 6 | _ theſes, and then accommodate Revelation to the 
ſupport of them. But the New Teſtament was 
never deſigned to form ſubjects for philoſophi- 
Pe: cal diſquiſirion and refinement. By this ſpirit 
} it was corrupted and debaſed in the earlieſt ages. 
t Even in the time of the Apoſtles the doctrine 
of the reſurreftion of the dead appeared to certain 
geniuſes to be irrational and impoſſible. They, 
/ therefore employed their underſtanding fo invent 
/ and eſtabliſh a more reaſonable hypotheſis, and 
by an ingenious explication they conſtrued it to 
denote only a moral reſtoration, declaring that 
what the ſcriptures meant by a reſurrection was 
already paſt, and had taken place in that renova- 
tion of heart and life, which Chriſtianity had 
already effected in the world. The natural ob- 
vious meaning, that ſenſe, which a man of 
plain 


— 
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plaim good underſtanding would affix to the 
plain expreſſions of ſcripture, is the true ſenſe 
of ſcripture, For it is the intended diſtinguiſh» 
ing excellence of the ſacred books, that they 
are plain, Whether our Saviour had an exiſtence 
in heaven with God the Father before his incar- 
nation, I think one might ſafely reſt the deciſion 
of this queſtion with a Turk or an Indian, of 
any other plain honeſt upright perſon in the 
world, who could read our New Teſtament, 
What idea does almoſt every man naturally 
annex to that expreſſion, which ſo often occurs 
in ſcripture, of the Son of God's deſcending from 
heaven? Does not he certainly conclude, that 
this Divine perſon lived in that bleſſed place, 
and came down from it on earth to inſtruct and 
ſave us? What idea do we affix to the very 
ſame expreſſion, which is of ſuch frequent oc- 
currence in the Claſſics, of the Gods deſcending 
from'beaven * upon our earth, but that, accord- 
ing to the heathen mythology, theſe immortal 
Powers were happy in Olympus, but ſometimes 
relinquiſhed 


—_— 


„ Summo delabor Olympo, 
Et deus humanũ luſtro ſub imagine terras, 
Ovid. Met. Lib. i. ver. 212. 
Deus aliquis delapſus e coelo coetus hominum adeat, 
vetſetur in terris, cum hominibus colloquatur. Cicero de 
Haraſp. reſp. 28. p. 480. Edit, Schrevel, 
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relinqui/oed it to viſit mortals. Such phraſes-we 
interpret in their natural obvious ſenſe, when 
uſed by Plato, Plutarch, or any of the writers 
of antiquity. And ſhould any of the inferior 
Pagan Deities, when on theſe embaſſies to mor- 
tals, have uſed ſuch a plain expreſſion as our 

Saviour hath employed, that he was come from 
God, and was going to God *, as theſe are relative 
terms, we ſhould naturally underſtand him to 
ſignify that he actually deſcended from Jupiter, 
and was returning to him again, 

I will faithfully exhibit a detail of thoſe paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture which appear to me in a ſtrong 
and ſtriking manner to manifeſt the pre-exiſtence 
of our Lord, prefixing or ſubjoining ſuch re- ; 
marks and obſervations, as either the particular „ 

expreſſions employed in theſe paſſages, or the " 
obvious tendency and tenour of them, ſeem 
ſully to juſtify, 

Ie has. been the common and Nene opi- 
nion of the Church, from the fr inſtitution of 
Chriſtianity to the preſent time, that our bleſſed | 
Lord was that illuſtrious inſtrument and miniſter . 

whom the Deity employed in creating this world, 
= - This notion, which hath almoſt been univer ſul, 


| ; hath 
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hath ſeriptural authority to ſupport it. The 
inſpired Apoſtles aver it in the moſt explicit 
terms, and in repreſenting it they employ the 
ſtrongeſt expreſſions, in order to impreſs the 
minds of Chriſtians with the dignity of Jeſus; and 
the greatne/s of his humiliation. God, ſays St. 
Paul, who created all things by Jeſus Cbriſt, or, 
by means of Jeſus Chriſt, Epbeſ. iii. 9. Which 
text plainly repreſents the Supreme Being em- 
ploying our Lord as his agent in the work of 
creation, 1 Corinth, viii. 6, And one Lord 
' Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things: d ov, 
through whoſe inſtrumentality all things were 
originally created, Heb. i, 2. By whom he made 
the worlds, or, ages. For by him, namely 
Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in zarth, 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 
things were created by him and for him. All 
things were created q avrov*, through his mini- 
ſtry, under the direction of the Almighty, All 


C things 
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 ® This is the invariable language of ſcripture. Thus 
is Chriſt's agency and employment under God always 
expreſſed, God is never ſaid to do any thing for Chris 
ſake, Our tranſlation, forgiving one another, even at God 
ſor Chrift's ſake hath forgiven you, is very inaccurate, and 
conveys a falſe and injurious idea of the Deity, Ir ought 
to 
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things were made by him, ſays the Evangeliſt, 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made, John i, 3,—Theſe texts, I humbly 
apprehend, evince, in as perſpicuous and ab - 
ſolute terms, as writers can employ, the exiſtence 
of our bleſſed Lord previous to the formation 
of 'this world, and that he was that illuſtrious 
agent and miniſter, whom the Supreme Father 
elected and impowered to form this planet on 
which we live, and all the things which it com- 
priſeth, Words, I think, have no meaning, 
and are not the true ſigns of men's ideas, if 
theſe plain and clear paſſages 4 not contain 
and manifeſt this poſition, That Jeſus Chriſt 
was the perſon, who by the direction of the 
Deity, originally formed all things, 
But the ſcripture carries our views beyond 
this era of the creation, and, according to the 
order of our ideas, plainly repreſents the Son of 
God as the very. production of the Deity, 
the very firft being whom the Father Almighty 
recalled into exiſtence. + This is the preciſe and 
determinate meaning of ſome expreſſions in ſcrip- 
ture, which explicitly convey this very idea, 


| to have been rendered, Forgiving one another, as God 


has, by Chriſt, „ Xpiry, graciouſly forgiven you, Ap 
| : iv . 32. 
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and in ſound Juſt criticiſm, I think, cannot be 
interpreted to any o/ber ſignification, For ex- 
ample: Our Lord is ſtyled the IAS T- gon of 
every creature, The word is very, properly 
tranſlated, firſt-born, It ſignifies the very firſt 
produftion, It obviouſly denotes that the Son 
of God was the very Arſt being, whom the power 
and goodneſs of the Supreme produced into 
exiſtence, The very ſame exalted idea had St, 
John of the pre-exiſtent dignity of Chriſt, when 
he ſtiles him; The beginning of the creation of 
God -an expreſſion, exactly of the ſame im- 
port with that employed by St. Paul, the firf- 
born of every creature; and denoting that the 
Son of God was the very firſt and primary pro» 
duction of the Deity, generated by him before 
all other things had an exiſtence, On account 
of this pre-eminence of nature and | 
before all other created beings, the Apoſtle de- 
clares concerning him: That he is before all 
thingst, and by him all things conſiſted, Theſe 
words of the Apoſtle manifeſt, that our Saviour 
had a being before the things to which he himſelf 
C 2 gave 


* — — As — 


— — N 


* Ilpwroroxc wacn; xTiowy, Cole. i. 156, See a number 
of paſſages, in which this word Er, occurs, produced 
in a note in my ird Diſſertation. 


+ AF Tv xTVwru; Tov Ov. Revel. iii. 14. 
f Kai avre; is TIPO warrwr, Colrfe I. 17. 


36 O the Soemian Scurne:? 
gave a being, and that he exiſted before all 
things were originally formed and conſtituted 


by him, This high and magnificent idea of 
the Son of God is alſo intended to be conveyed 
to the reader by the author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, where in repreſenting the ſuperiority 
of Chriſt to the Angels, he ſays: That when 
| God introduced his y1ns7-BoRN® into the world 
he ſaid, Let all the Angels of God worſhip him. 
— Theſe expreſſions of ſcripture, I think, natu- 
rally lead us, and ſeem intended by inſpired 
Apoſtles to lead us, to form the moſt exalted 
ideas of the glorious dignity and pre-eminence 
of our bleſſed Lord, antecedently to his incar- 
nation, and to affect us, in the moſt powerful 
manner, with that humiliation and aſtoniſhing 
benevolence which this Divine perſon eren 
for us. 
Moreover, his exiſtence and dignity granting 
to his incarnation are clearly manifeſted in the 
following paſſages, In the beginning was the 
Logos, and the Logos was with the Supreme 
Being, and the * was a divine perſon g. 
Verily, 
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* Oray d wa uoayayy r TIPATOTOKON 16 Toy KT phos, 
Heb. i. 6, 

+ Chrifl was with Gov at the creation of the world, a 
real perſon diſtin from him with whom he was, And he 
wich whom Cr then was, is called 4 06, God in a 


peculiar 


* 


Of the Soctnian ScHzME; 37 


Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, ſays our Lord to 
Nicode mus, we ſpeak that we do know, and 
teſtify that we have ſeen, and ye receive not 
our witneſs: If 1 have told you earthly things, 

C 3 and 


1 K , 


2 — 


peculiar and abſolute ſenſe, God, ſelf-exiſtent, unorigi- 
nated, independent, and ſupreme over all, hee 3} Oo; 4 
Hlavroxparup, the Lord God Almighty, Our bleſſed Saviour 
is indeed ſtyled 96, 4 God, that is, a divine perſon, but 
whatever dignity is included in this term, he is however 
here diſtinguiſhed from 4 ©, the ſupreme God, and, 
thus diſtinguiſhed, muſt of neceſſity be ſubordinate to him, 
For two co-ordinate, ſelf-exiſtent, abſolutely fupreme 
Beings are a contradiction. This diſlinction is ſufficiently 
evident from the nature of the Greek language to all that 
are ſkilled in it: But if it ſhould be ſuggeſted that, be- 
cauſe this is now a dead language, ſuch critical remark is 
not to be depended on, I anſwer, that both Origen and 
Euſebius, who moſt be allowed to underſtand the language 
in which they wrote, and were men of eminent learning, in 
the early ages of Chriſtianity, have taken notice of this 
difference for the ſame purpoſe, as I have mentiqned, Sys 
a ſhort and plain Commentary upon near two hundrid texts 
in Ss. John: printed for Griffs, 1754. Says a learned 
Lady: In quoting the text—/n the beginning, c. you 
ought in all fairneſs to have informed your hearers, that 
the original term 91, .a Ged, applied to the Word, or 
Chriſt, has not the ſame bigh ſignification, as 4 Org, Ged 
appropriated in the ſame verſe to the Father. Whatever 
you may inſinvate, or think, I will venture to affirm, that 
no perſon has a juſt and critical knowledge of the Greek 
Language, who denies this. And it is of great weight, 
that both Origen and Eu/ebius, who wrote in the Greek 


Language, 
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and ye believe not, how ſhall ye believe, if 1 
tell you of heavenly things? And no man hath 
aſcended up to heaven, but he that came down 
from heaven, even the ſon of man who was in 
heaven, Which I have thus paraphraſed in my 
Explanatory Verſion of the New Teſtament. 
can ſolemnly aſſure you that I ſpeak from certain 
knowledge, and atteſt only fats, for the vera · 
city of which 1 have had the moſt undoubted 
evidence—and yet you are not diſpoſed to credit 


my teſtimony, If I tell you theſe plain and 


ſimple truths, and you will not credit them— 
how could you reliſh and embrace more ſublime 
and myſterious diſcoveries ! None of the former 
prophets was ever admitted into the ſeats of 
celeſtial joy in order to atteſt to men the reality 
and happineſs of this ſtate—the ſon of man, 
who is deſcended on earth, was the only perſon 
that ever reſided in thoſe bleſſed abodes,” Jobn 
$i. 11-14. The ſon of man who way in hea - 
ven“, is ſo direct, poſitive, and ſolemn an aſ- 

| ſertion 


„ 


Lungusge, and were the moſt learned Pathers of the mh 


mitive Church (ten times more learned than your great 
Athanaſius) have expreſily taken notice of this difference, 
and allowed the force of it, See an excellent Letter to the 
Reverend Mr. Rando(ph, reftor of Deal, by a Lady, ſuppoſed 
fo be our Britiſh Dacier, the very ingemious and learned 
tranſlator of Arrian's EpiQetus, It is printed for Griffiths. 

* Jobn ill. 13. Ow v ofs: the ſon of man who 
was in heaven, 80 it ovghy to have been tranſlated, as 


23. 
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ſertion of the pre-exiſtence of our Saviour, from 
the mouth of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, that 1 
ſee not what criticiſm can evade it, or how it 
can be tortured into any acceptation, compa» 
tible with a ſcheme which denies that our Lord 
had any being before he was born of the Virgin 
Mary. The antient Socinians*, indeed, in ordet 
to- ſolve this difficulty, framed an hypotheſis; 
that our Lord, after his baptiſm was caught up 
into heaven, and there had the whole ſcheme of 
redemption, which he was to conduct and ac - 
compliſh, revealed to him by the Fathers But 
this journey to paradiſe, which hath ſo much the 
air of a Mobammedan tale, hath no exiſtence in 
the ſacred page. It was ingeniouſly imagined 
and invented to reconcile to a favourite theory, 
thoſe many paſſages which ſpeak of the decent 
of our Lord from heaven upon earth,-What 
can this plain declaration of St, John mean, 
The ſame was in the beginning with God, but that 
this Divine perſon, who was afterwards mani- 
feſted in the fleſh, exiſted with the Supreme Being 

C4 before 
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it is very properly in Jobs ix. 25, Tu) wn, apr Ounw : 
Whereas I ava: blind, now I ſee. 

® Socinianiſm is but of yeſterday, It was fe planted in 
the wilds and woods of Poland, not many years ago. It is now 
advanced to a fill greater refinement, I know ſome perſons 
who ſcout the miraculous conception entirely, E. H. 1783. 
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before the foundation of the earth was laid? 
; Theſe aſſertions of our Lord; 1 ſpeak what I 
have ſeen with the Father: Jobn viii. 38. What 
he hath ſeen and heard, viz. with the Father, 
that he teſtifieth ; John iii. 32. All things that 
I have heard of my Father, I have made known 
unto you: Joby xv. 15, If ye ſhall ſee the ſon 
of man aſcend up WIA I Hz WAS' BEFORE 3 
Jobn vi. 62,-— Theſe. expreſſions, in juſt pro- 
priety of language, can be interpreted only to 
refer to that fate of glory and happineſs which 
the Son of God enjoyed with the Father ante- 
cedently to his miſſion. into our world and aſ- 
ſumption of our nature. They are the ſolemn 


aſſeverations of our Lord, predicated concern- 


ing himſelf, claiming attention and regard to 
his doctrines, from his pre-exiſtent greatneſs and 
union with the Deity, and the authority of his 
commiſſion and embaſly from heaven, That 
plain declaration of our Saviour to the Jews, 
that before Abraham was he had an exiſtence, 
will, 1 think, for ever ſtand in full force againſt 
all the acumen of criticiſm and ſagacity of re- 
finement which may be employed to invalidate 
and explain away its natural and obvious ſignifi- 


cation. The interpretation, that our Lord had 


an exiſtence in the Divine decree before Abra- 
ham, and that it was before the times of this 


1 fore ordained that he ſhould appear in 
ſuch 
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ſuch an age and ſtate of the world, is extremely 
forced and futile, and does not diſcriminate our 
Lord, from thyſelf, O reader, who hadſt from | 
eternity an exiſtence in the divine decree, that 
thou ſhouldeſt appear under ſuch a diſpenſation, !' 
and in ſuch an age and ſtate of the world. It 
is plain that our Saviour's audience took theſe 
words in their natural acceptation, as hath been 
already remarked ; for upon his aſſerting to them 
that he was in being before their great anceſtor, 
they were inſtantly tranſported into the laſt ex- 
ceſſes of fury againſt him. as a blaſphemer and 
impoſtor, and took up ſtones with a deſign to 
murder him. Theſe aua violences of the 
Jews, prove, I apprehend, better than a thou- 
ſand inane and chimerical theories, hot our 
Redeemer was underſtood; and intended to be 
underſtood, His auditors, we find, always in- 
terpreted theſe declarations, which he ſo fre- 
quently repeats, in their moſt obvious meaning, 
by theſe plain ſolemn expreſſions, - and under» 
ſtanding him to diſavow- that his original wag 
only human, and peremptorily to manifeſt hy 
them his intimate union and felicity with the 
Driry befare his appearance among men. The 
following paſſage clearly evinceth this. I came 
down from. heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that /ent me. And this is 
the Father's will who hath ent me, that of all 


whom 
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whom he hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt day. And this 
is the will of him that ſen me, that every one, 
who ſeeth the ſon, and believeth on him, may 
have everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him up at 
the laſt day, The Fews then murmured at him, 
becauſe he ſaid, I am the bread. which cams 
DOWN FROM HEAVEN, And they ſaid: Is not 
this Jeſus the ſor of Joſeph, whoſe father and 
mother we know How is it then that he ſaith, 
I came down from heaven! From this diſguſt 
and indignation of the cus, excited againſt him 
for his ſolemn and reiterated aſſurances that he 
came down from heaven, it is manifeſt that they 
underſtood him to arrogate to himſelf an original 
ſuperior to his ear/bly and obſcure parents, and 
in the moſt plain and public manner to aſſert 
his pre-exiſtence. 

In conſiſtence with this ſtate of pre- exiſtent 
glory and happineſs which our Lord enjoyed 
with the Father before the world was, his ama- 
ring condeſcenſion in voluntarily relinquiſhing 
this ſtation of conſummate dignity and felicity, 
his aſtoniſhing abaſement in cloathing himſelf 
with our infirmities, and his unparalleled humi- 
liation and benevolence in expatriating himſelf 
from all the bleſſedneſs of heaven, and going 
in voluntary exile to our world, to deliver us 
from darkneſs, to reſcue us from ruin, to ſave 

Us 
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us from the penal effects of fin, to aboliſh death, 
to bring life and immortality to light, and to 
announce and enſure to all ſincere penitents and 
good perſons a reſurrection from the grave at 
the laſt day, and a ſtate of perfection and haps» 
pineſs with himſelf through all zTernnITyY—ifl 
conſiſtence, I ſay, with this pre-exiſtent glory 
and dignity of our Saviour, his HUMILIATION, 
in order to effect our recovery and redemption, 
is by the ſacred authors repreſented in all thar 
ſublimity of language and pathos of expreſſion, 
which are ſuited to ſeal the moſt deep and indes 
lible impreſſions upon the minds of creatures 
who are infinitely intereſted in this great tranſ- 
action. Of his miſſon from God—of his deſcent 
from heaven—of his diveſting himſelf of his 
former honours, and ſhrouding all his priſtine 
glory in the earthly houſe of our tabernacle, 
the following paſſages are clearly and emphati- 
cally declarative—His coming FORTH FROM 
Gob, Hz HIMSELF thus expreſſeth, * For the 
Father himſelf loveth you, becauſe you have 
loved me, and have believed that I came out 
from God. Jobn xvii. 27. I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world. John xvii, 
28. Jeſus knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he was come from 
God, and was going to God, Jobn xiii, 3. By this 
we believe that thou cameſt forth from God: John 

xvi. 
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xvi, 30. Now I go my way to him that ſent me, 
Jobn xvi. 5, God ſending his ſon in the likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſh. Romans viii. 3, Concerning his 


fon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who was made of the 
ſeed of David, according to the fleſh.” Rom. i. 3, 


— His pzscenT from heaven upon cur earth, 
and his wonderful condeſcenſion and benevolence in 
his aſſumption of human nature, are thus repre- 
ſented. * Now he that aſcended, what is it, but 
that he alſo deſcended firſt into the lower parts of 
the earth, He that deſcended is the ſame alſo 
that aſcended up far above all heavens, that he 
might fill all things. Ephe/. iv. g. 10, A body 
haſt thou prepared me. Heb, x. 3. Then ſaid I, 


Lo] I come, in the volume of the book it is 
. written of me, to do thy will, O God! Heb. x. 


7. Who, though he was in the form of a God, 
or a divine perſon, was not eagerly deſirous of 
appearing on earth in this glorious form, but 
diveſted himſelf of it, aſſumed the form of a 
ſlave, and appeared amongſt us cloathed with 
the common robe of frail mortality ; And after 


this aſſumption of human nature, he gave a (till 


farther proof of his humiliation, by voluntarily 
ſubmitting to death, and even to the death of 
crucifixion ! Philip, ii. 6, 7, 8. For ye know 
the benignity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
though he was nien, yet for your ſakes he 
became yoo,” 2 Cor, viii. 9. On the Socinian 

| ſcheme, 
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ſcheme, which inſtitutes that the Son of God 
had no being before he was born of the virgin, 
with what propriety can this be predicated of our 
Lord ? Where and when was our Saviour rich in 
this world! His whole hiſtory contradicts this 
aſſertion, On the contrary, he was ſo poor, that 
he was obliged to work a miracle to. ſatisfy the 
demands of ſome Jewiſh collectors. He lived 
ſolely upon the beneficence of his friends, He 
had no place, whereon to lay his head, To 
interpret this of our Lord being rich in miracles, 
and becoming poor in them at his crucifixion, is 


ſuch a ſtrange metaphor and mode of diction, as 


I believe was never employed by any writer, and 
ſuch a jejune and forced criticiſm, as I imagine 
was never ſtudied to explain any author, But 
on the hypotheſis that our Lord enjoyed the 
moſt exalted ſtation before his embaſly to our 
world, every thing is conſiſtent and natural. 
In his pre-exiſtent ſtate he was rich in glory, 
honour, and happineſs: with a greatneſs and 
benevolence of ſoul, that can never ſufficiently 
be extolled, he abdicated all this, and became 
poor, that we through his poverty might become 
rich, The Apoſtle's argument to excite the 
liberality and beneficence of the Corinthians, 
from this ſtupendous act and inſtance of our 
Lord's condeſcenſion and benevolence, upon 
this (cheme only, is cogent, appoſite, and very 
elegant and perſuaſive, 


I will 


46 Of the $0emtan Scuba. 


I Will conclude this enumeration of paſſages, 
which, after the moſt impartial examination of 

ſcripture, with a mind, I am ſure, open to con- 
viction, and ſolely intent upon inveſtigating and 
embracing truth, I am perſuaded, plainly and 
clearly evince the exiſtence of Chriſt previous to 
his incarnation, I will cloſe this detail with a 
diſtinguiſhed paſſage, which I beg the reader 
ſeriouſly to ponder. In that moſt excellent 
PRAYER, Which our Lord addreſſed to the Al- 
'' mighty a little before his laſt ſufferings, among 
= ' other requeſts he preferred to the Deity, the 
following very ſtriking and diſtinguiſhed one 


| 
| occurs, And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
| | with thine own ſelf, with the cLory which I 
(| | HAD WITH THEE BEFORE THE WORLD Was! 
\ Were there no intimation in the whole New 
* Teſtament of the pre · exiſtence of Chriſt, this 
ſingle paſſage would irrefragably demonſtrate 
and eſtabliſh it, Our Saviour, here, in a 
| ſolemn act of devotion, declares to the Almighty, 
that he had glory with uu before the world 
was, and fervently ſupplicates that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to reinflate him in his former 
felicity. The language is plain and clear, 
Every word hath great moment and emphaſis. 
| , Glorify- thou me with that glory which I had 
| with thee, The verb is in the pa tenſe ®, and 
| Fey 
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according to all the rules of language, relates 
to paſt time. The phraſe we tranſlate, with 
thee, is very expreſſive and emphatical, and 
ſignifies apud te, in thy preſence, near thy perſon®, 
Glorify thou me with that glory which I enjoyed 


in thy preſence, and near thy perſon, before the 
world was. It is a plain ſolemn addreſs to the 
_ Deity, that ſince he had glorified his name on 
the earth, and had finiſhed the work he had given 
him to do, that he would now be pleaſed to 
re- admit him to that ſtate of glory and happineſs. 
which he had poſſeſſed in his preſence before the 
creation of the world. Upon this ſingle text I 
lay my finger. Here I poſit my ſyſtem. And 
if plain words be deſignedly employed to convey 
any determinate meaning, if the modes of 
human ſpeech have any preciſion, I am con- 
vinced that this plain declaration of our Lord, 
in an act of devotion, exhibits a great and 

im- 
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* Ilafs 014v7y, Taps 04. Says the mother of the Macca» 
bees: Ta Tr apring ala 000, nas cob rf Ow. See 
Toſephus, tom. 2. p. 509. Haverc, Non enim folim- ante 
Adam, ſed et ante omnem conditionem glorificabat Ver- 
bum Patrem ſuum. Jreneu1, p. 315. Edit, Oxon, This 
very expreſſion, raps 9%, occurs in the PLUTUs of Ariflophaney, 
Says Chremylus, the God PLuTvus is within, wow, Blepfdemus, 
Where? Chr. Wich me, raf 1s, Beg. With you!? waa ow, 
along with you, chez vous? This is in point, Atiſtophanis 
Plutus, vi. 394- 
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important truth, which can never be ſubverted 

or invalidated by any accurate and ſatisfactory 
eriticiſins 

When 1 have ſuffered- my ideas freely to 
expatiate on this ſubject, I find reaſon to think, 
that men poſſeſſed of erudition and a philoſophi- 
cal genius, do wrong in indulging a diſpoſition 
to theorize and ſpeculate upon it. I wiſh learned 
and ingenious men would conſider, That Chri- 
ſtianity was never deſigned to teach men philoſo- 
phy, and to-reveal to the world the arcana of 
nature. The ſacred writers never ſtudy, never 


frame any hypotheſis to account for the mode 


and manner of our Lord's tranſmiſſion into 
human nature. They relate it as a 40 r. They 
weave no ſubtil refinements and curious theories 
on this ſubject. It was not their province. 


They declare only that the Word was made fleſb, 


and dwelt among us, but the manner in which 
this was effected, it was no part of their deſign 
to teach men, Had they hazarded a theory, it 
might have afforded food to metaphyſicians and 
ſpeculatiſts, but would have contributed nothing 
to the cauſe of practical religion and perſonal 
holineſs. The ſacred writers give the world a 
plain unadorned narrative, lay before men a 
ſeries of racTs, and leave men either to admit 
them in their plain acceptation, to theorize and 
refine upon them, if they think them irrational, 

| or 


ot to teject them, if they have reaſon to believe. 
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they ate not properly authenticated. The 
goſpel does no violence to the freedom and 
liberty of the human mind: it faithfully exhibits, 
before the underſtanding and judgment of 
rational beings, a ſyſlem of duties, doctrines, 
and diſcoveries, and leaves the iſſue with them- 

ſelves, 

Moreover, it appears to me that the Socinian 
ſcheme, the notion that our Lord had no exiſtence 
before he was born of his mother Mary, eclipſes 
the luſtre of his humiliation, or rather, total 
annihilates ſuch an idea. The aſtoniſhing conde- 
ſcenfion of Chriſt, in relinquiſhing a ſtate of great 
glory and happineſs in heaven, and aſſuming 
human fleſh, is frequently repreſented by the 
ſacred writers, in the ſtrongeſt terms, in order 
to affect and impreſs us, and to move all the 
ſprings of gratitude and affection in our breaſts.” 
You know, ſays St. Paul, the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who though he was Rich, yet for 


7 
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our ſakes became poor, that we through his 


poverty might become rich. And when he is 


exhorting the Philippians to mutual condeſcenſion 
and /owlineſs of mind, he repreſents the humilia- 
tion and benevolence of the Son of God, in all 


ss ſacred dignity and greatneſs, moſt powerfully 


to affect them, and inſpire them with the like 
. condeſcenſion and beneficence. Let 
D nothing 
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but in lewlineſs of mind let each eſteem others | 
better than themſelves, Look not. every man 


on his own things, but every man alſo on the | 
things of others, Let the ſame mind be in you 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: Who being in 


the form of a Divine perſon, was not deſirous to 


retain this glorious form, but diveſted himſelf 


of it, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, | 
and was made in the likeneſs of men: and being 
found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf 


Rill farther by becoming obedient to death 


and even to ſuch a death as «crucifixion! In 
numberleſs paſſages our Lord ſpeaks of his 
miſſion from God, and deſcent from heaven, in 
order to inſtruct and ſave men and the Apoſtles | 
are perpetually extolling that moſt exalted phi- 
lanthropy and grace which he diſplayed in : 
this. amazing condeſcenſion, But upon the 
anti- pre · exiſtent ſcheme, all this illuſtrious | 


merit and benevolence of Chriſt, in abandoning 
the manſions of the bleſſed and aſſuming our 


nature, hath no place. He was no more than 
an human prophet and inſtructor, endowed with 
very great giſts. I cannot accommodate this 
to thole many repreſentations of ſcripture, which 
were purpoſely written to celebrate his wonderful 
humiliation and benevolence, in diſrobing him- 
ſelf of his heavenly glory, and inveſting himſelf © 
with 
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l © with our infirmities. The principal feature in 


our Lord's mind, which was Bewzvorencs, is 
hereby effaced : by far the moſt illuſtrious and 
ſhining part of his character is, ſurely, wiped 
away by this moſt degrading hypotheſis, 
Farther, when I have been contemplating this 
ſabjeft, it has always appeared to me very 
ſtrange, That ſuch a magnificient apparatus 
ſhould be inſtituted by heaven to uſher into the 
world one who was nothing more thatia man! 
Angels after angels wing their flight to Betble- 
hem, to indicate the birth of a man! Gabriel, one 
of the moſt exalted of the heavenly Spirits, is 
deſpatched from the throne of God to announce 
the birth of -a man! The Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
come upon her, and the power of the Moſt 
High ſhould overſhadow the virgin, to convey 
into her uterus nothing but what was human |! 
Another celeſtial envoy is delegated to Foſeph, 
to bid him not heſitate in taking Mary to wife, 
for that which was conceived in her, was, indeed, 
of the Holy Ghoſt, but was nothing more than 
man A moſt magnificient heavenly choir, con- 
ſiſting of a multitude of Angels, chearing the 
midnight hours with repeating, Glory to God in 
the Higheſt ! Good will towards men! deputed to' 
our World, and chanting theſe rapturous ſtrains 
to celebrate the birth of a man! Is it not ſome» 
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thing jncongruous and diſparate, that Heas 


ven ſhould diſplay all this ſplendid ſcenery, and 


laviſh all this pomp and pageantry to introduce 
into our World a mere ordinary common man, 
diſtinguiſhed in no one natural endowment from 
any other of the ſpecies? But ſuppoſing the 
Being introduced with all this eclat, to be the 
ſame who was in the beginning with God, and 
had glory with the Father before the world was, 
is not the decoration and magnificence, with 
which heaven dreſſed the ſtage, on which this 
Divine meſſenger would ſhortly appear, highly 
pertinent and honourable, and is it not with 


the greateſt propriety that multitudes of the 
heavenly hoſt, on this axzaT occaſion, the 


greateſt that ever occurred in the annals of this 
world, ſhould conjoin with harmonious voices 
and accordant hearty, in applauding and ſolem- 
nizing a condeſcenſion and bene volence, illuſtri- 
ous and great beyond all example! 

Finally, whenever I have in my own mind 
ſeriouſly revolved and diſcuſſed the merits of 


that ſcheme, which denies to our Lord all 


exiſtence before his conception, and impartially 
collated it with the declarations of ſcripture, it 
hath always appeared to my reaſon and under - 
ſtanding, to be very ſtrange and extravagant to 
imagine that a man, however illuſtrious his 
talents, and ſignal his endowments of God, who 

only 
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only figured as a moſt excellent teacher of reli- 


gion and morals, on this little and very incon- 
ſiderable planet, for a few years, and was born, 
lived, and died as mortals do; it hath always 
appeared, I ſay, ſtrange and extravagant to me 
to ſuppoſe, that a mere MA ſhould have all 
power in HEAVEN, as well as earth, immediately 
given him—that a mere man ſhould inſtantly 
have a name given him above every name, and 
be exalted to an eminence infinitely ſuperior to 
any that obtains even /in heaven—that at the 
name of a mere man every knee ſhould be com» 
manded to bow, of things in heaven and things 
on earth, and things under the earth, and every 
being in the whole ſcope of the univerſe, be 
ordered to confeſs the worthy and regular exalta · 
tion of a mere man, above all the Cherubim, 
Seraphim, Archangelsz and the moſt exalted” 
orders of celeſtial Beings! Far be it from us to 
arraign the Divine allotments, and cenſure his 
wiſdom, equity, and rectitude in the adminiſtra» 
tions of his diſtributive juſtice—but to a reflect 
ing and contemplative mind, it cannot but 
appear a violation done to that eſtabliſhed gra- 
dation and harmonious order, which obtains, as 
the ſcripture teacheth us, among the various 


_ ranks and claſſes of angelic Beings, to ſuppoſe a 


man to be infinitely exalted above the moſt 
elevated and dignified of them that a perſon, 
who 
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who had merely a -terr4ftrial. origin, ſhould} 
alter his deceaſe, he tapt above the ſpheres, and 
ſeared above tha ſtations of the higheſt Angels 
and Archangeli—and a man be raiſed, at once, 
far' above all principality, and power, and might 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but alſo in that which is to 
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